
I urge you to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protcct 
citizens from media monopolies. 

These proposed changeq would pave the way for giant media 
to gain near-total control of radio and television news and 
communities across our nation. And many of the corporations 

the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have ;1 
known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off  thc air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of vicw on 
important issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our frcedom, 
I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, 
have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country. 
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A@ a na t ion  YB hrve juat made an attrmpt t a  bring drmaoracy 
t o  Iraq but a r e  we guarding t h a t  democracy a t  home 7 

On June 2nd. t h e  Fede ra l  Communications Commission holds  
a bi-annual meeting a t  vh ich  changes can be  made i n  t h e  apportionment 
of t h e  f r e q u e n c i e s  of t h e  a i r  waves; 
c i t i z e n s  of t h e  United S t a t e s  of America, 
and uompanies, such as Ted T u r n e r ,  Rupert  lu rdoch ,  GE-XSC, Time ka rne r .  
Disney, t h e  newspapers, TV s t a t i o n s  and t h e  l i k e  can be given t h e  use of 
t h e  f r e q u e n c i e s ,  u i t i i ou t  i nqu i ry  or Froper supe rv i s ion  of t h e  c i t i z e n r y  
uho own i t ,  and t h e  apportionment may be  done wi thou t  any r e f e r e n c e  t o  
t h e  wisties and needs of t h e  r i g h t f u l  own$rs, t h e  American people. 
Three-quarters  of t he  American pub l i c  have not  heard  a word about  t h i s  
momentous procedure.  The danger of conso l ida t ion  is s e r i o u s  as once it 
it a l l  i n  p l ace  i t  w i l l  be almost  impossible  t o  change. 

these a r e  t h e  p roper ty  of t h e  
Anyone can apply. I n d i v i d u a l s  

But  f o r  t h e  no tab le  except ion  of PES'S B i l l  Woyer s  "IL'C"' 
programme t h e  f a c t  t h a t  l i t t l e  or  no th ing  has  appeared i n  t h e  major or 
l o c a l  press,  or on TV is i n d j c a t i v e  of t hose  irho w i s h  t o  h ide  t h e i r  power. 
Every school  c h i l d  i s  t augh t  t h a t  one of t h e  g r e a t  suppor t s  of  democracy 
i s  a free and f l u i d  p r e s s  and neilsmaking media. B u t  where is t h e  open- 
ness and freedom w e  need t o  keep t h e  Republ ic  h e a l t h y  now and i n  t h e  
fu ture  7 Behind the  scenes co1ll;sion over t h i s  issue is a f i r s t  c l a s s  
rou te  t o  d i c tAto r sh ip .  

Tine is of t h e  essence ,  It is UdGENT t h a t  all c i t i z e n s  write t o  
t h e i r  Sena to r s  an2 Represen ta t ives .  a l s o  t o  Chairman Michael Powell of the  
FCC a t  445, 1 2 t h  S t r e e t ,  S.W. 
a s s i s t a n t ,  Mildred Dortch (Docket No. 20-277) - on l i n e  UrrW. FEE.GOV7W. 
Also w r i t e ,  c a l l  o r  e-mail t h e  o the r  members of t h e  Commission - 
Republicans Kathleen Abernathy and Kevin M a r t i n ,  and Democrac'ts Hichae l  
iopps and Jonathan Ade l s t e in  t o  p r o t e s t  silence and demand an open and 
immediate forurn fo r  debate .  

washington, D.C. 20554, a l s o  h i s  

It i s  obvious t h a t  s t a l l i n g  t a c t i c s  have ,pu t  a damper on 

/====-- 
I v r i  P a t r i c i a  kormser. 
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Aa a nat ion we have j u i t  made an attempt t a  b r i n g  demaerscy 
t o  L'aQ but are w e  guarding t h a t  democracy a t  home 7 

On June Znd, t h e  Fede ra l  Communications Commission ho lds  
a bi-annual meeting a t  vh ich  changes can be made i n  t h e  apportionment 
of t h e  f r e q u e n c i e s  of t h e  a i r  waves; t h e s e  a r e  t h e  proper ty  of t h e  
c i t i z e n s  of the Uni ted  S t a t e s  of America. Anyone can app ly .  I n d i v i d u a l s  
and aompanies, such as 'Ted T u r n e r ,  Rupert  Murdoch, GE-IBC,  Time Irarner. 
Disney. t h e  n e w s p p e r s .  TV s t a t i o n s  and t h e  l i k e  can  be  g iven  t h e  use of 
t h e  f r equenc ie s .  w i thou t  i n q u i r y  or  proper s u p e r v i s i o n  of t h e  c i t i z e n r y  
who own it .  and t h e  apportionment m y  be done w i t h o u t  any r e f e r e n c e  t o  
t h e  wishes and needs of t h e  r i g h t f u l  owners, t h e  American people. 
Three-quar te rs  of t h e  American p u b l i c  have not  hes rd  a word abou t  t h i s  
momentous procedure.  The danger of c o n s o l i d a t i o n  is s e r i o u s  a s  once it 
it a l l  i n  p l a c e  i t  w i l l  be  almost impossible t o  change. 

B u t  f o r  t h e  n o t a b l e  except ion  of PES'S B i l l  Mwyers ""X" 
programme t h e  f a c t  t h a t  l i t t l e  o r  no th ing  has  appeared i n  t h e  major or 
l o c a l  p r e s s ,  or on TV i s  i n d i c a t i v e  of those  uho wish t o  h ide  t h e i r  power. 
Every schoo l  c h i l d  is t augh t  t h a t  one of t h e  great s u p p o r t s  of democracy 
i s  a f ree  and f i u i d  pl~sss and ne$smaking media. But where i s  t h e  open- 
n e s s  and freedom r e  need t o  keep t h e  Republic h e a l t h y  now and i n  t h e  
f u t u r e  7 Behind t h e  scenes  c o l l u s i o n  over t h i s  i s s u e  i s  P f i r s t  c l a s s  
r o u t e  t o  d i c t a t o r s h i p .  

T h e  is of t h e  essence.  It i s  LRGEHT t h a t  a l l  c i t i z e n s  write t o  
the i r  Sena to r s  and Represen ta t ives .  a l s o  t o  Chairman Michael Powell of t h e  
FCC a t  445. 1 2 t h  S t r e e t ,  S.'*I. 
a s s i s t a n t ,  R j ld red  Dortch (Docket No. 20-277) - on l i n e  XNW. FEE.GOV7iviB. 
Also w r i t e ,  c n l l  or  e-mail t h e  o t h e r  memoers of t h e  Commission - 
Republicans Kathleen Abernathy and Kevin Mdrtin.  and Democram3 Michael 
Copps and Jonathan Ade l s t e in  t o  p r o t e s t  s i l e n c e  and demand an open and 
immediate forum f o r  debate.  

- ,  Washington, D.C. 20554, a l s o  h i s  

It is obvious that  s t a l l i n g  t a c t i c s  have put  a damper on 
PLEAS3 DG NOT ALL& THIS TO BE SO 1 1  speading t h e  word. 
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I80 Colgctl Drive 
Oakland CA 94619 

Mr. Michael Powell 
FCC 
Wastunglon DC 211005 

Dear Mr. Poucll 

I inn wrilnig lo coinrncnl on Ihe June 6 rnceting IO consider the government guidelines for control or Ihe 
a i ~ a v s  and [lie media. 

1 object to thc proposal IO allow the already largc m d i a  companies to conlrol even larger shares of the 
public airways and mcdia. 

Litwng in California, I have experienced fiilhand the deleterious elTects of"deregu1ation" of businesses 
ha1 affcct llic public. Instead of inncasing compelillon. as promised, these measiues have led 10 greater 
inonopoli/,ation. to the delrirnenl of Ihc citizcw. 

As one examplc. ilic bay area Ins a thriving local music scenc, bul except for college radio, I hcar link o l  it 
on thc loc;iI AM or FM music staiions. Tlic proposed incrcascd dominance of companics such as Clear 
Cliannel would make such variety even morc rcslrictcd. 

I would likc 10 altend a regond mccting to hcar and discuss these proposcd changes, but1 understand you 
are holding none. 

Sincercly. 
/; , 

! \ ~ I  ' I.. I L 

Carole King 
. .  

CC Scnalor Diannc Fcinslcin 
Sewtor Barbara Boicr 



RECEIVED & INSPECTED 

MAY 1 6 2003 

FCC - MAILROOM 
May 9, 2003 

The Honorable Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
Commissioner, Federal Communications Commission 
445 Street, sw 
Washington DC 20554 

Dear Madam: 

What a disaster for the American people if media ownership became a 
monopoly! 

Think of the price gouging and complete control if only one company 
refined and distributed gasoline. 

Everyone would suffer if only one company manufactured and sold one 
brand of automobile. 

Likewise, we would all face a major crisis if only one or two corporations 
controlled the distribution and content of the *news." 

Please maintain the current restrictions on the number of newspapers, 
radio stations, and television stations that one corporation can own in 
any one market. 

Sincerely, 

KENNETH FOX 
P.O. Box 700 
Wittmann AZ 85361 



15753 Ambiance Drive 
North Potomac, MD 29878-2365 

May 6.2003 

The tlonorable Michael K.  Powell 
Chairman 
Faderal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Powell: 

I urge you a t  to relax thc broadcast owncrship rules that protect American 
citizens from media monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to 
gain near-total control of radio and television news and information in 
communities across our nation. Many of the corporations that are now lobbying 
the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a known track record in 
attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important 
issues. For the sake of our democracy and the future of freedom in the world, I 
urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, have 
helpcd to ensure a healthy political debate in our country. 

Sincerely. 

David Steinbach 



Tim J MoMan 
678SOUTHSECONDA~ENUE 

BRIBUTON. COLORADO 80601 

8 May 2003 

Honorable Michael J Copps 
Federal Communications Conimission 

Wushington. DC 20554 
445 12Ih street, sw 

Mr. Copps 

I urgc you NOT to relax Ihc broadcasl ownership rules that protect Amcncan citi/.cns from media 
monopolics. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant m d a  conglomcrates to gain near-total control of 
rad0 and television news and information in  communities across our nation. And many of the corporations 
!hat arc now lobbying the FCC Lo rclax these ownership rules already havc a known track rccord in 
allcmpring to kccpopposing viewpints off the air. 

The American people &serve to hear more than one pin1 of vicw on important issues Therefore, for the 
sake of our democracy and our heedom, I urge you LO continue Lhc broadcast ownership protections that, 
lor decades, havc helped Io ensure a hcalthy political debalc in our country 

Thank vou. 

cc 
File 



16 Tower Court 
Syosset, NY I1791 

May 8,2003 

Dear Mr.  Copps: 

I urge you nor to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from 
media monopolies. 

'These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near total 
control of radio and television news and information in communities across the nation. 
And many of the corporations that are now lobbing the FCC to relax these ownership rules 
already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. 
Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast 
ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our 
country 

Sincerely, 

James C. Bamy 













I6 lower Court 
Syosset, N Y  I179 1 

May 8,2003 

Dear Mr. Adelstein: 

I urge you nor to 
media monopolies. 

lax the broadcar iwnership rules that protec nencan citizens from 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near total 
control of radio and television news and information in communities across the nation. 
And many of the corporations that are now lobbing the FCC to relax these ownership rules 
already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. 
Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and freedom, 1 urge you to continue the broadcast 
ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our 
country 

Sincerely, 

James C. Barny 



16 Tower Court 
Syosset, N Y  1 1791 
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May 8,2003 

Dear Mr. Powell: 

I urge you nol to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from 
media monopolies 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near total 
control of radio and television news and information in communities across the nation. 
And many of the corporations that are now lobbing the FCC to relax these ownership rules 
already have a known track record i n  attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. 
Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast 
ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our 
country. 

Sincerely, 

James C. Barn). (,/ 



16 Tower Court 
Syosset, N Y  I1791 

May 8,2003 

Dear Ms Abernathy 

I urge you m to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from 
media monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near total 
control of radio and television news and information in communities across the nation. 
And many of the corporations that are now lobbing the FCC to relax these ownership rules 
already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. 
Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast 
ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in OUT 

country 

Sincerely, 

James C. Barmy 



I6 Tower Court 
Syosset, N Y  I1791 

May 8,2003 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

1 urge you BL/ to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from 
media monopolies. 

'l'hese proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near total 
control of radio and television news and information in communities across the nation. 
And many of the corporations that are now lobbing the FCC to relax these ownership rules 
already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. 

I he American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues. 
Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast 
ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our 
country 

. 

Sincerely, 

James C. Bamy 



klicliael K .  I'owcII 
Fedcr;tl Coinmuiiications Cointiiissioti Chairman 
,445 l2 ' "S I .  S.W. 
Wa\hingtt)n r>,C. 2055-1 

Dear Mr. f'owell 

l'lw c f l h r i s  ofthe Fedcral Communications Commission to allow further deregulation o f  the 
Ihroadcasting agencies poses a greal threal lo the American public. Permitling further mergers ofcurrent media 
giants allows h r  the "reduction olconipctilion and diversity in the media." According to public opinion, the 
inaioriry of Atnericaiis are opposed to such measures. However, your commission seems to ignore such 
coiicerns. despile nverwhelming evidence that conlirms these dangers. Both past and present practices o f  media 
corporations bear witness to the problems that arise from the allowance o f  independent companies to manifest 
into media powerhouces. The increased regulation of these companies would greatly assist in the determent o f  
such abuses o f  power. 

The most prominent concern today is the media corporations' ability to influence legislation. As you 
h o w .  over the past decade these corporations have used their capitol to donate over $75 billion to presideniial 
and party campaigns. Additionally. in thc past seven years they have spent over I13  mill ion dollars to lobby 
congress. Even mnrc ridicules, both members o f  Congress and the FCC have enjoyed all-expense-paid vacations 
from the media corporations! And although Congress and the media giants might be aware ofthis, it i s  time that 
the general public is informed. a simple fact that wi l l  never be achieved i f  regulation of these corporations isn't 
impnsed tu keep them in check. It is absurd thar these corporations are buying their way into political influence. 
In order to produce a properly informed public these practices need to be stopped! The FCC needs to fight harder 
and impose pnlicies that wi l l  see this achieved! 

we must look at how they have earned all their money in the first place. Unfortunately, few people know that in 
1997 broadcasters secured more than 70 billion dollars in portions of free spectrum. However, without any 
regard for this they have refused to grant tiee airtime to all candidates and instead charge astronomical prices for 
advertisements. As a result. struggling candidates cannot secure airtime and are prevented kom running. 
Corporations' ability to perform these actions is precisely what is  leading to the deceit o f  the public. Because of 
their influence. they merely have to exclude such stories in their coverage and the public is completely unaware. 
Unless the government begins to strictly regulate these actions their abuses of power wi l l  continue. 

Although rhe Federal Communications Commission has unsuccessfully made efforts in the past to curb 
such behaviors. it is v i ra l  that the FCC continues to tight for regulation and not give into corporate America! Mr. 
Powell. although you claim that your responsibility is to "promote variety in the entertainment market" I fail to 
see how' allowing the media to band together wi l l  foster such outcomes. Ifanything, it already has and w i l l  
continue to have the opposite effect. In a world where the public gathers its news almost entirely from mass 
media, these practices have rendered one national opinion, expressed solely for the benetit of the media giants, 
rather than that o f  many local, independent viewpoints. Therefore, by regulating the mergers of these 
corporations. denying khcm acces to free spectrum and disabling them from lobbying politicians the FCC wi l l  
he doing the entire country an enormous service. I invite you to respond to this letter and would greatly 
appreciate hearing your response to these issues. Thanks for your time and consideration. 

For those who argue that corporations should he able to do whatever they want with their own money, 

Sincerely. 

!$a:;,.,,. ~ Wi!& 
/ ', 

Kathryn E. Weber 
2524 Douglas Ave. I( 102 
Rellitigham. WA 98225 
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Dear Mr. Adelstein: 

I urge you 
American citizens from media monopolies. 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media 
conglomerates to gain near-total control of radio and television news and 
information in communities across our nation. And many of the corporations 
that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a 
known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints 0% the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view cm 
important issues. Therefore, for the sake o f  our democracy and our lieedom, 
I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, 
have helped to cnsurc a healthy political debate in our country. 

to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect 



Ma) 5 .  2003 

'The Honorable Kevin J .  Martin 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
4.15 1 2 ' ~  Street, sw 
WashingLon. IX 205.52 

Dear MI.. Martin:  

Democracy Not Plutocracy 

The relaxation ofbroadcast ownership rules that protect the American people from media 
monopolies is a crime designed to further advance the inequality promoted by the 
pliitocracy. The purpose of the government is to protect its citizens from powerful 
individuals and groups. who possess Ihe power to abuse. If you are going to abandon us 
to those individuals, who worship at the altar of greed. then OUT government is a hollow 
institution that serves only to exploit its citizens. We are not a commodity to be traded for 
power and wealth. 

Control of the dissemination of information by a few corporate conglomerates threatens 
the integrity of news reporting. I t  allows a micro minority in this country to determine 
whose speech is protected by the I 'I Amendment and whose is not. If the US Government 
is going to hand over its authority to the plutocracy, perhaps we need to question the 
validity of our governments continued existence. 

Sincerely. 

:. . ,, LIt i I ; L . . i  
Mr. Wendell D. Wyland 
147 Appleway 
Madison Heights. Va. 24572 



The Honorable Michael J .  Copps 
Commissioner 
Federal C'ornmunications Commission 
445 1 2 ' ~  Street. sw 
Washington. [IC' 20552 

Dear Mr. Copps: 

Democraq Not Plutocracy 

The relaxation of broadcast ownership rules that protect the American people from media 
monopolies is a crime designed to further advance the inequality promoted by the 
plutocracy. The purpose of the government is to protect its citizens from powerful 
individuals and groups, who possess the power to abuse. If you are going to abandon us 
to [hose individuals, who worship a1 the altar of greed, then our government is a hollow 
institution that serves only to exploit its citizens. We are not a commodity to be traded for 
pouer and wealth. 

Control of the dissemination of information by a few corporate conglomerates threatens 
the integrity of news reporting. It  allows a micro minority in this country to determine 
whose speech is protected by the 1" Amendment and whose is not. If the US Government 
is going to hand over its authority to the plutocracy, perhaps we need to question the 
validity of our governments continued existence. 

Sincerely. 

i ;  ~ / / , , l  ' 1 ~ .  ,i- ',i.".,l,, I , J  ( 

Mr. Wendell D. Wyland 
147 Appleway 
Madison Heights, Va. 24572 



Ma) 5. 2003 

I he Honorable Michael I(. Powell 
Cliai rman 
Federal Communications Commission 
-145 lTh  Street sw 
Washington. DC‘ 20552 

Dear Mr.  Powell: 

Democracy Not Plutocracy 

The relaxation o f  broadcast obnership rules that protect the American people from media 
monopolies is a crime designed to further advance the inequality promoted by the 
plutocracy. ?rhe purpose of the government is to protect its citizens from powerful 
individuals and groups. who possess the power to abuse. If you are going to abandon us 
to those individuals, who worship at the altar of greed, then our government is a hollow 
institution that serves only to exploit its citizens. We are not a commodity to be traded for 
power and wealth. 

Control of the dissemination of information by a few corporate conglomerates threatens 
thc integrity of news reporting. I t  allows a micro minority in this country to determine 
whose speech is protected by the 1 ”  Amendment and whose is not. If the US Government 
is  going to hand over its authority to the plutocracy, perhaps we need to question the 
validity of our governments continued existence. 

Sincerely. 

Mr. Wendell D. Wyland 
147 Appleway 
Madison Heights. Va. 24572 



The Honorablc Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Commissioner 
Fcdcral Communications Commission 
445 1 21h Street, s w 
Washington. DC 20552 

Dcar Mr. Adelstein: 

Democracy Not Plutocracy 

The relaxation of broadcast ownership rules that protect the American people from media 
monopolies is a crime designed to further advance the inequality promoted by the 
plutocracy. The purpose ofthe government is to protect its citizens from powerful 
individuals and groups. who possess the power to abuse. If you are going to abandon us 
to those individuals. who worship at the altar of greed, then our government is a hollow 
institution that serves only to exploit its citizens. We are not a commodity to be traded for 
power and wealth. 

Control of the dissemination of information by a few corporate conglomerates threatens 
the integrity of news reponing. It allows a micro minority in this country to determine 
whose speech is protected by the Is' Amendment and whose is not. If the US Government 
is going to hand over its authority to the plutocracy, perhaps we need to question the 
validity of our governments continued existence. 

Sincerely. 

I. , " , L L ' . L  .,..I 1 
Mr. Wendell D. Wyland 
147 Appleway 
Madison Jieights. Va. 24572 



May 5.  2003 

MAY 1 6  2003 

F a  - MAILROOM 1 

I'he Honorable Kathleen Q. Abemathy 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
4-15 I 2"' Street. s w 
Washington, DC 20552 

Dear Ms. Abernathy: 

Democracy Not Plutocracy 

The relaxation ot'broadcast ownership rules that protect the American people from media 
monopolies is a crime designed to further advance the inequality promoted by the 
plutocracq. The purpose ofthe government is to protect its citizens from powerful 
individuals and groups, who possess the power to abuse. If you are going to abandon us 
to those individuals, who worship at the altar of greed, then our government is a hollow 
institution that serves only to exploit its citizens. We are not a commodity to be traded for 
power and wealth. 

Control of the dissemination of information by a few corporate conglomerates threatens 
the integrity of news reporting. I t  allows a micro minority i n  this country to determine 
whose speech is protected by the I "  Amendment and whose is not. If the US Government 
is going to hand over its authority to the plutocracy, perhaps we need to question the 
validity of our governments continued existence. 

Sincerel). 
i '  I 

t . "  ~ L < l l -  Y. I&(  
M r  Wendell D. Wyland 
147 Appleway 
Madison Heights. Va. 24572 


